
 

 

M A R C H  3 0 –  A P R I L  3 ,  2 0 2 0  

C H A C R  T A K E  A W A Y  

N E W S L E T T E R  I S S U E :  2   

This is the weekly CHACR Take Away newsletter, 

which we will issue regularly from now on. In these 

newsletters, you will find links to the latest products 

by CHACR, but also links to key reports and studies 

by external experts and institutions which we think 

you should pay attention to. The aim is to continue 

advancing the mandate of CHACR to enhance the 

conceptual component of Fighting Powerfor the 

British Army. The views expressed or studies shared 

in this document in no way represent the official 

views of the British Army, Ministry of Defence or any 

components thereof, but only that of its authors 

and are shared to stimulate thinking and discus-

sions.  

I N T R O D U C T I O N  

L A T E S T  F R O M  C H A C R  

Many thanks for positive feedback on our CHACR 

Take Away videos. For those of you who have not 

seen the first one in the series, you can watch it 

here. It is a discussion with Michael Stephens on 

the current developments in Saudi Arabia. We will 

shortly release video discussions with Tim Marshall 

on the Sahel region, Thomas Hegghammer on inter-

national jihad and Mark Galeotti on Russia. Mean-

while, the CHACR team has been reflecting on the 

Coronavirus pandemic, looking at historical lessons 

and the shifting strategic context. Dr Matthias 

Strohn wrote a thought-provoking briefing on what 

lessons can be learnt from epidemics and pandem-

ics that have occurred in Europe and what the cur-

rent crisis might mean for the British Army. You can 

download the briefing here. . This short article by 

Director CHACR seeks to provide a quick horizon-

scan giving some seeds of thought that may be 

worth germinating over the coming weeks and 

months.  

A  W O R D  F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O R   

The immediate focus of the Army, rightly, is on doing everything that it can 

to help the government and the NHS deal with the COVID avalanche that 

has hit the country and the world. That gives very little capacity for thinking 

about other things. Nevertheless, CGS has set up a team to think hard and 

long about what things will look and feel like once we are the other side of 

this pandemic. Early thinking, in broad terms, suggests that we will be con-

fronted with two major post-COVID challenges, one shorter- and one longer-

term. The first, short-term, challenge will be the inevitable effects of the 

pandemic on the Integrated Review. It will be delayed, but the bottom lines 

and questions in it will also look very different from those that Whitehall 

was asking itself only three months ago. Whitehall will have a very different 

bank balance as the population of Britain emerges blinking from the gloom 

of isolation and gathers together the remains of countless livelihoods and 

businesses. We have in the UK, over the last twenty or thirty years, devel-

oped an extraordinary mindset of ‘entitlement’, and, once COVID has re-

ceded, that sense, stoked no doubt by an aggressively questioning media, 

will demand that more and more of that empty bank account should go to 

those who now need help (i.e. almost everybody). Yet, at the same time, 

because humans always look at the immediate last problem and expect it 

to be retro-solved, there will be a public expectancy that the NHS will re-

ceive a lion’s share from the Treasury. The second, long term, challenge 

will be exacerbated by that first challenge, because the second big chal-

lenge will be that the Army will certainly have learned from this pandemic 

that Just-in-Time mindsets, that reliance on civilianisation and private lo-

gistic chains, that a neglect of reserves (both physical and human), and 

that a reliance on policies written by folk who believe that they can predict 

ahead and make ten-year plans that can foresee likely exact needs and 

take ‘calculated’ risks with ‘spare capacity’ simply isn’t wise. So the Army is 

going to have to continue to work out how to operate in the ongoing 

‘constant competition’ of world affairs, while at the same time maintaining 

reserve capacity (one of those immutable Principles of War, after all) to 

step up to the mark without hesitation when contingent events demand - 

against a background of empty pockets in the Treasury. So, we are faced 

with a big problem right now; but once we’ve dealt with this one there is 

another big one, possibly a bigger one for the long-term health of the Army, 

heading down the tracks. Best that all spare thinking capacity is bent on 

getting ahead of that foreseeable problem…. 

Maj Gen (Ret) Dr Andrew Sharpe  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KlXSi1RSac8
https://chacr.org.uk/2020/03/31/31-march-2020-the-corona-virus-and-its-strategic-consequences-based-on-historical-lessons/
https://chacr.org.uk/2020/03/31/31-march-2020-the-corona-virus-and-its-strategic-consequences-based-on-historical-lessons/
https://chacr.org.uk/2020/03/30/30-march-2020-post-covid-19-whats-on-the-other-side/
https://chacr.org.uk/2020/03/30/30-march-2020-post-covid-19-whats-on-the-other-side/


 

 

The integration of artificial intelligence has the potential to 

increase the efficiency of military activities and decision-

making.  Yet, it could also present unprecedented chal-

lenges to multi-national coalition operations.  In this arti-

cle, the author explores how the speed and efficiency 

offered by AI could further complicate the coordination of 

decision-making and exacerbate tensions arising from 

different approaches to technological application, in addi-

tion to known friction over policies, equipment and tactics.  

AI also offers a potential vulnerability to be exploited by 

adversaries.  Yet, with the right policy and institutional 

frameworks AI offers coalitions additional capacity to 

counter threats.  

 

Throughout history, armies have often been thwarted, not 

just by opposing forces, but by disease.  Only in the 20th 

century did losses from battle injuries sustained outstrip 

losses inflicted by disease.   Advances in modern medicine, 

widespread programmes of immunisation, and antibiotics 

have reduced the threat of some illness.  Yet, as we have 

seen in recent weeks, there are still diseases for which 

there are no vaccines.  The risks of diseases, particularly in 

urban environments, could pose a significant challenge.  

This article looks at historical examples of disease manage-

ment in World War II, and how modern armies should pre-

pare for similar future threats. 

 

A R T I F I C I A L  I N T E L L I G E N C E   

I S I S ,  C O U N T E R  T E R R O R I S M  

The US Congressional Research Service released an in-

formative background briefing on China’s naval modernisa-

tion, which raises questions on what this means for the US 

Navy. The briefing notes that China’s naval modernisation 

has been part of a broader Chinese military modernisation, 

which has been underway since the early mid-1990s, and 

that it has transformed China’s navy into a modern and 

capable force, which is active in near-seas region but also 

in the Western Pacific, the Indian Ocean, and waters 

around Europe.  

The pandemic rightfully consumes most of our attention, 

but the concurrency of the threats we face demands us to 

keep an eye on a wide range of issues. ISIS is one. There 

were reports of ISIS inmates overwhelming SDF guards in 

riots in Ghouiran prison in Hasakah, with reportedly some 

ISIS militants escaping. The Coronavirus pandemic has 

implications on the capacity of regional security forces in 

responding to terror networks and prisoners. Charles Lister 

makes this point well in a blog entry on the MEI website.  
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R I S K  O F  V I R U S E S  I N  W A R F A R E  

C H I N A  N A V A L  M O D E R N I S A T I O N  

D I S I N F O R M A T I O N  

The EU External Action Service launched a good 

project to document and counter disinformation 

around the Covid-19 pandemic. An updated report 

on current narratives can be found here.  

W E  R E M E M B E R   

Lance Corporal Brodie Gillon, 26 year old Reservist 

Combat Medical Technician,  was buried in a private 

service this week. She was killed at Camp Taji on 11 

March 2020.  #ShineBrightBrodie 

https://tnsr.org/2020/03/allies-and-artificial-intelligence-obstacles-to-operations-and-decision-making/
https://tnsr.org/2020/03/allies-and-artificial-intelligence-obstacles-to-operations-and-decision-making/
https://mwi.usma.edu/war-time-coronavirus-prepare-great-power-conflict-plan-epidemics/
https://mwi.usma.edu/war-time-coronavirus-prepare-great-power-conflict-plan-epidemics/
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL33153.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL33153.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL33153.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/30/islamic-state-prisoners-escape-from-syrian-jail-after-militants-riot
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/30/islamic-state-prisoners-escape-from-syrian-jail-after-militants-riot
https://www.mei.edu/blog/new-challenge-countering-insurgency-and-terrorism
https://www.mei.edu/blog/new-challenge-countering-insurgency-and-terrorism
eeas-special-report-update-short-assessment-of-narratives-and-disinformation-around-the-covid-19-pandemic
eeas-special-report-update-short-assessment-of-narratives-and-disinformation-around-the-covid-19-pandemic


 

 

The American military experience in World War I and the influ-

enza pandemic were closely intertwined. The war fostered 

influenza in the crowded conditions of military camps in the 

United States and in the trenches of the Western Front in 

Europe. The virus travelled with military personnel from camp 

to camp and across the Atlantic, and at the height of the 

American military involvement in the war, September through 

November 1918, influenza and pneumonia sickened 20% to 

40% of U.S. Army and Navy personnel. These high morbidity 

rates interfered with induction and training schedules in the 

United States and rendered hundreds of thousands of military 

personnel non-effective. During the American Expeditionary 

Forces' campaign at Meuse-Argonne, the epidemic diverted 

urgently needed resources from combat support to transport-

ing and caring for the sick and the dead. Influenza and pneu-

monia killed more American soldiers and sailors during the 

war than did enemy weapons.  

• Negotiations, Afghanistan 

An update on where things are with 

the peace deal, and why the stake-

holders need to pursue it. 

W W I  A N D  I N F L U E N Z A   

M E N T A L  H E A L T H  

On 1 April 1939, the Spanish Civil War officially came 

to an end with the surrender of the last Republican 

Forces. In many ways, it was a precursor of the Sec-

ond World War: it was a clash of different ideologies 

and was also the testing ground for new equipment 

and tactics that would then be used by the belligerent 

nations in the Second World War. Franco's National-

ists were supported by the Italians and the Germans 

(in particular the famous Condor Legion) while the 

Republicans received support from the Soviet Union 

and the so-called International Brigades, groups of 

volunteers with different political views, stretching 

from democrats to die-hard communists. The casual-

ty figures of this war are still disputed today, but, as 

with so many civil wars, the blood loss of the civilian 

population was higher than amongst the mili-

tary. Franco remained in power until his death in 

1975, and only after his death did Spain open itself 

for democracy. The war has shaped Spanish history 

and society and its importance for the Spanish nation 

cannot be overestimated. The scars of the war have 

not healed and it continues to influence political de-

bate in the country to the present day. In this pod-

cast Melvyn Bragg examines the causes, events and 

repercussions of the Spanish Civil War.  
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T H I N G S  T O  K E E P  O N  Y O U R  R A D A R  S C R E E N S   

• Bad Samaritans  

The Russian DoD uploaded pics of a 

plane sent to US with medical sup-

plies. Both China and Russia contin-

ue the PR campaigns. Elisabeth 

Braw asks for caution.  

• Marine Corps’ Shift to China 

It is important to pay attention to historic 

reorientation of the Marine Corps after 

more than a decade of focusng on coun-

terinsurgency. This is a good reflection 

by Marc F. Cancian on the develop-

ments. 

T H I S  W E E K  I N  H I S T O R Y  

• North Korea Missile Tests 

North Korea conducted new missile tests, 

featuring a new short-range ballistic sys-

tem; KN24 

• India  

As the Coronavirus spreads in India 

with millions of labourers returning to 

their home cities, hunger is a real con-

cern.  

•  Missiles  over Riyadh 

Two injured as Saudi intercepts mis-

siles over Riyadh and Jizan. Houthi 

rebels claimed responsibility.  

The pandemic and off site work and home isolation have im-

mense psychological impacts on all of us. There are some 

good mental health tips out there, ranging from importance of 

regular exercise, limiting alcohol, taking regular breaks, keep-

ing in comms with colleagues and making sure we are all kind 

to each other. One article by an academic has a good point to 

make: ignore the trap of pressure you feel for doing stuff and 

process the complex days we are facing.  It has important 

lessons for us in the Army. If you are looking for practical re-

sources for self development, the Army’s Educational & Train-

ing Services have produced a very helpful resource for staff 

and their families. Download here. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2862337/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2862337/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2862337/
https://warontherocks.com/2020/03/start-the-negotiations-end-the-afghan-war-now/
https://warontherocks.com/2020/03/start-the-negotiations-end-the-afghan-war-now/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p00548wn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p00548wn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p00548wn
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/03/30/russia-china-coronavirus-geopolitics/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/03/30/russia-china-coronavirus-geopolitics/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/marine-corps-radical-shift-toward-china
https://www.csis.org/analysis/marine-corps-radical-shift-toward-china
https://thediplomat.com/2020/03/north-korea-launches-2-short-range-ballistic-missiles/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/03/north-korea-launches-2-short-range-ballistic-missiles/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/03/north-korea-launches-2-short-range-ballistic-missiles/
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-03-26/for-many-indians-the-coronavirus-isnt-their-biggest-concern-hunger-is
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-03-26/for-many-indians-the-coronavirus-isnt-their-biggest-concern-hunger-is
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/03/rockets-intercepted-saudi-capital-riyadh-jazan-report-200328212702883.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/03/rockets-intercepted-saudi-capital-riyadh-jazan-report-200328212702883.html
https://www.chronicle.com/article/Why-You-Should-Ignore-All-That/248366
https://www.chronicle.com/article/Why-You-Should-Ignore-All-That/248366
http://www.army.mod.uk/umbraco/Surface/Download/Get/15060
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A B O U T  T H E  C H A C R  

W H A T  C H A C R  T E A M  I S  R E A D I N G   

Hugh Thomas, The Spanish Civil War  

Since its first publication in 1961, Hugh Thomas's The Spanish 

Civil War has become established as the definitive one-volume 

history of a conflict that continues to provoke intense controver-

sy today. What was it that roused left-wing sympathizers from 

all over the world to fight against Franco between 1936 and 

1939? Why did the British and US governments refuse to inter-

vene? And why did the Republican cause collapse so violently? 

Hugh Thomas's account presents one of the most objective and 

unbiased analysis of a passionate struggle where fascism and 

democracy, communism and Catholicism were at stake - and 

which was as much an international war as a Spanish one. 

 

Francis Fukuyama,  Identity: Contemporary Identity Politics and 

the Struggle for Recognition   

 

Issues of identity have become an increasingly dominant fea-

ture of present-day politics.  Narrow, exclusive categories of 

ethnicity, nationality, gender, religion, have supplanted more 

inclusive concepts of belonging and community.   There is a rise 

in nationalism throughout Europe and North America. Fukuya-

ma traces the development of the modern concept of identity, 

starting with Plato’s republic and progressing through Luther 

and the Protestant reformation, Rousseau and the Enlighten-

ment.  He argues that the human need for social recognition is 

a root cause of identity politics, and that growing urbanisation 

and secularisation of western society gave rise to identity poli-

tics.  Fukuyama blends psychology, philosophy and political 

science into a readable extended-essay style book, more acces-

sible than his treatise on “The End of History.” The topics of 

identity and identity politics are vast and deep; this is a good 

introduction.  
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Ben Hubbard, MBS: The Rise to Power of Mohammed bin 

Salman  

The Saudi Crown Prince, Mohammed bin Salman, is a truly 

fascinating and complex figure, and arguable one of the post 

powerful leaders in the Middle East today. In a short amount 

of time, he rose to height of Saudi power, and is now set to 

assume the throne of the king. This book by a leading journal-

ist with in depth knowledge of the region and Saudi Arabia, 

traces the story of the MBS like none other out there. It draws 

from the hundreds of interviews and behind the scenes infor-

mation to capture how a young prince is now shaping his 

country’s, and also the region’s future.  

B A R  S P R I N G / A U T U M N  2 0 2 0  

Download the latest BAR released this week!  

http://www.chacr.org.uk
http://www.army.mod.uk/media/9038/bar177-winter-spring-2020.pdf

